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We welcome you this morning! 
If you are visiting, we hope you enjoy worshipping with us today. 

 

Officiant  Rev Chris McCann                               Mar 19, 2023 

    

Opening Hymn I heard the voice Insert 

  

Celebrant:    Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 

     People:   His mercy endures forever. 

  

Penitential Rite  BCP p. 351 

 

Kyrie  BCP p. 356 

 

 
   

Collect Inserted 

   

Telling The Time  ~ The Church Season 

 

Children in worship are invited to come forward as we sing 

 

God Sees the Little Sparrow fall 

They meet his tender view 

If God so lives the little birds 

I know he loves me too 

Refrain,…  He loves me too, he loves me too,  

I know he loves me too. 

Because he loves the little things, I know he loves me too.   

 
(Please sit for the readings) 

First Reading First Book of Samuel [16:1–13] 

Psalm 23 

Second Reading Letter of Paul to the Ephesians [5:8–14] 
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Gospel Gradual    

 
 

The Holy Gospel              John [9:1–41] 

  

Sermon John Gregory 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Parish prayer requests…… 

• I ask your prayers for Michael our Presiding Bishop, Mark our 

Bishop, for The Rev Ann Jolly, Co-Adjutor Bishop elect and for 

the clergy of the diocese, for our own pastor, Fr Chris,… 

• I ask your prayers for the whole world for which Jesus offered 

himself as a saving source of our reconciliation with God: for all 

who strive for peace with justice in God's creation. For our civic 

life; for leaders in government, for all who work for the common 

good   ……. 

� I ask your prayers for the mission of the church, and especially 

for the ministry of Reconciliation and especially for clergy and 

congregations as we anticipate the Lord's appearing 

� I ask your prayers for an end to the ongoing war in Ukraine, and 

in every place where war is waged. 

• I ask your prayers for all who have asked our prayers: Joan, 

Suzanne, Jeannette, Doug, Carolyn, Jaime, Katie, Rae, Nancy, 

Karmen, Grace, Kenny, Jim, Lindsay, Wendy, Bob, Roger, Mark, 

Peggy, Karen, Jack, Marilyn, Barbara, Addison, Debbie, Mia,  
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…for all who are distressed and discouraged because of 

illness,…and all those we name either silently or aloud 

• Of your charity I ask your prayers for the Faithful Departed: 

  

The Peace 
  

Offertory Hymn O, for a closer walk #684 
 

Prayer Over The Gifts   

Celebrant: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel for ever and ever.   

All that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine 

People: All things come of thee O Lord. 

and of thine own have we given thee. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Eucharistic Prayer A BCP p 361 
 

Sanctus S130 

 

Lord’s Prayer S149 

  

Prayer of Humble Access                                        

  
WE do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting 

in our own righteousness, But in thy manifold and great mercies. We are 

not worthy So much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But 

thou art the same Lord, Whose property is always to have mercy: Grant 

us therefore, gracious Lord, So to eat the Flesh of thy dear Son Jesus 

Christ, And to drink his Blood, That our sinful bodies may be made 

clean by his Body, And our souls washed through his most precious 

Blood, And that we may evermore dwell in him, And he in us. Amen. 

   

Communion Hymn Instrumental music  

   
(Please kneel)  

 Prayer after Communion BCP p. 366 
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(Please stand)  

  

Closing Hymn We sing the praise #471 

 

Chalice Bearer:  Carolyn Schue 

Lectors:  Carolyn Dolan & Gary Witosky 

Organist: Jean Spangler 
 

Today’s ReadingsToday’s ReadingsToday’s ReadingsToday’s Readings The The The The FourthFourthFourthFourth    Sunday of Sunday of Sunday of Sunday of LentLentLentLent    

 
Collects 

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made 

and forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create and make in 

us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins 

and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the 

God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down 

from heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world: 

Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in 

him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

First Reading 
First Book of Samuel [16:1–13] 

 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 

rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and 

set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided 

for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If 

Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer 

with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse 

to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall 

anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord 

commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 

meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, 
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“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves 

and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his 

sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on 

Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the 

Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or 

on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord 

does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 

the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made 

him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this 

one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has 

the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before 

Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of 

these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, 

“There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And 

Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down 

until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, 

and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and 

anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 

anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord 

came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out 

and went to Ramah. The Word of the Lord. 

 

Psalm  
23 

 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 

I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 

and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I shall fear no evil; * 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those 

who trouble me; * 

you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 

of my life, * 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
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Second Reading 

Letter of Paul to the Ephesians [5:8–14] 

 

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. 

Live as children of light — for the fruit of the light is found in all 

that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to 

the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but 

instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such 

people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes 

visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it 

says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on 

you.” The Word of the Lord. 

Gospel 
John [9:1–41] 

 

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples 

asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 

born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 

sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 

him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; 

night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the 

world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat 

on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on 

the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” 

(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able 

to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a 

beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 

Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is 

someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept 

asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, 

“The man called 

Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to 

Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 

They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They 

brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 

Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his 

eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 

received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then 

I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is 

not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others 
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said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And 

they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do 

you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a 

prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had 

received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had 

received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say 

was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents 

answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born 

blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we 

know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for 

himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; 

for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to 

be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his 

parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So for the second time they 

called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 

glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I 

do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that 

though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do 

to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have 

told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 

hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then 

they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples 

of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 

man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, 

“Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 

from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not 

listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and 

obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that 

anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not 

from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were 

born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they 

drove him out. Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when 

he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He 

answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in 

him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking 

with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 

Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who 

do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 

Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely 

we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, 
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you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin 

remains.” The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

Festival Evensong, and dedication of 
the Robson Organ with Bishop Hollingsworth. 

 

On April 16 at 4 pm we will welcome the bishop and 
several musicians who will join with us in a festival 
Evensong, to inaugurate the newly installed Robson Organ 
and to give thanks to God for the ministry of the Rt. 
Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, III.  Following the service we look 
forward to a catered reception in the undercroft where we 
will meet the musicians, thank Mr. George Barnum for the 
gift of the organ, meet the organ builder and greet 
the bishop on his last official visit to this parish.. A full 
afternoon, to be sure. 
 
The vestry has decided to mark the ministry of Bishop 
Hollingsworth with a special offering to be made to the 
Bishop's Annual Appeal, an initiative that the bishop has 
shepherded with great care during his tenure here in 
Ohio.  Gifts made to the appeal support clergy and lay 
formation opportunities, youth mission trips and leadership 
development, and outreach to communities.  If you would 
like to contribute to this offering please make your 
donation by using an envelope in the pew, and include a 
memo note: Bishop's Annual Appeal.  We will receive this 
collection any Sunday up to and including April 16.    
 
In the meanwhile, please include the April 16 service of 
Evensong in your plans and join in making the day a joyful 
celebration. 
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PASSIONTIDE RETREAT AT ST LUKE 

"...in spite of my littleness, I can hope to be a saint": On the 

Christian Way 

 

A LENTEN RETREAT FOR PASSIONTIDE 

March 24-26 

with Mr. Christopher Snook 

 

FRIDAY EVENING: 6:30 PM 

·        6:30 pm  The First Address:  "The evening and the 

morning were the first day": On telling the time 

 

SATURDAY MORNING:  9:00 AM. 

·        The Second Address:  "The Lord will fight for you; you 

need only be still": On prayer and fasting 

·        1:30 pm.   The Third Address (Saturday) - "He loved them 

to the end": On love of    neighbor 

 

PASSION SUNDAY: 9:10 AM 

·        Adult Forum, Disciplines for Christian Living with Thomas 

Ryan 

·        The Fourth Address "Arise, my love, and come away": On 

the Cross as Nuptial Mystery 

 

MEMORIAL GIFTS TO PARISH 
Dear friend, the parish of St Luke is currently engaging in two 

projects that will greatly enhance the worshiping life of the 

parish.  The first is a complete renovation of the church organ 

coupled with the addition of the Robson Pipe Organ 

generously donated in 2022 by Mr George Barnum.  The second 

project takes the form of an update and some additions to the 

frontals and hangings which hang seasonally on the Altar.  Both 

projects are an excellent way to memorialize a loved one by way 

of contributing to the fabric of the church.  If you would like to 

make a memorial donation to either project, you may do so by 

placing your gift in the collection plate any Sunday in 2023.  

Cheques should include a memo noting the project you desire to 
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support, whether altar or organ.  Envelopes found in the pews 

are a useful way to leave a note concerning who you wish to 

honor through your gift.  

 

ST. LUKE COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 

you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 

in’ Matthew 25:35 

 

Our Christian life is lived in community and being present with others.  

This is why St Luke Episcopal church invites you to join us for a 

delicious cooked Sunday dinner on the following dates: 

April 2 

May 7 

These dinners are free and open to the public and begin at 11:30 am.  

You may find an opportunity to serve by signing up on the monthly 

roster found on the stair way bulletin board. 

You are welcome to sit down with us for dinner or request a take home 

meal 

 

YOU MAY ALSO WISH TO JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON 

SUNDAY MORNING AT 10:15 AM. 

 

Tuesdays @ 10a   St Luke Morning Prayer and study 
On Tuesday mornings this winter, please consider joining the rector 

for Morning Prayer, followed by a lectionary study of the coming 

Sunday's Eucharistic lectionary readings. Bring a bible and your 

curiosity.  Tea and coffee provided.  

 

Metro Food Bank Project 
The next Metro Food Bank event will be on April 15, 2023. Volunteer 

sign-up online www.stlukechardon.org, in food pantry info.   


